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South Carolina

Quilts of Valor
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South Carolina Quilts of Valor is a non-profit organization making quilts for America's
service men and women who have been injured in the line of duty. It is associated with the
QOV Foundation, a national organization based in Delaware. The South Carolina group is
made up of about 50 individuals primarily from the Charleston area.

Quilts of Valor are lap quilts approximately 50" x 60" in size which are pieced and quilted by

local quilters. The completed quilts are labeled with the maker’s name and city/state

~ before being shipped to chaplains at military hospitals across the nation and overseas. The
~ quilts are often “bl d" by the chaplains before being presented to injured service

: ‘ members.

The first meeting of what has now become SC Quilts of Valor was held in August of 2004
and consisted of four ladies who had a desire to support our nation's troops and honor her
wounded. Today, roughly 50 individuals are involved in various aspects of the QOV
program. The backgrounds of these individuals vary as much as the quilts they create.
Some have children in the military, some are former military themselves. Some are content
making one quilt, while others average one a month.

The group gathers once every six to eight weeks to have a work day. You do not have to be
a “quilter" to attend. We LOVE to have people stop by to see what we are all about—
particularly if they are willing to operate an iron!




This quilt was made by the preschoolers at O' Quinn Day School in James Island. They used
fabric paint and other textures. The quilt will be presented to Chaplain John Painter on behalf of a  §

vision impaired service member, it will be shipped to Walter Reed following the presentation to
Chaplain Painter.
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Quilts of Valor group sends
o wounded soldiers

by Hattie Lester
News editor

Local quilters are helping
Quilts for Soldiers make this
Christmas a little warmer for
wounded soldiers arriving at
military hospitals across the
country from lrag and
Afghanistan.

Quilts for Soldiers is a nation-
al organization that currently
has a Quilts of Valor, or lap
quilts project underway. The
project consists of quilters, lon-
garm and hand quilters uniting
to make quilts for combat
wounded soldiers,

The local Quilts of Valor vol-
unteers met at People, Places
and Quilts in Summerville
Saturday to send off the first
shipment of quilts for the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C.
Approximately seven quilts
were shipped out.

A second shipment of about 12
quilts is expected to go to Camp
Pendleton in California next
week. A third shipment of seven
will go out shortly after.

Susan Thomas, co-president of
Tri-County Women in Business,

quilts t

The ladies of Quilts of Valor shipped these quilts to wounded soldiers Saturday. Pictured is (top
left) Grace Seymore, Marina Shart, Muriel McLean, Cathy Dales, Donnita Coolk; (bottom left)
Susan Garrison, Susan Thomas, Nancy Miller and Myrtle Miller. Not pictured: Cheryl Wheeler,

Eualie McCormick, Ramona Hancock.

Its an

sion the soldier that would
receive the quilt when she made
i

“1 envisioned my quilt for
Jessica Lynch. 1 was thinking
how she is young, scared and
facing her life with rehabilita-
tion,” Thomas said,

Cheryl Wheeler, of Goose
Creek made two quilis for the
soldiers. A Vietnam veteran, she
knows first-hand how it feels to
be away from home during the
time of war and receive some-
thing special from home.

“The quilts lets them know
they haven't been forgotten,”
Wheeler said. “It's an opportu-
nity to say thank you for their
war efforts to protect us.”

She uses earthy patches to
remind the soldiers of home.

Susan Garrison, of West
Ashley made three quilts for
Saturday's shipment. The for-
mer Navy nurse loves 1o sew
and has been quilting for 10
years.

“I know how it feels to have

someone in the civilian world

was inspired to solicit volun- 0 ; "
teers for soldiers to make quilts P P ortumt_y to Sa:y Cﬂﬂ" about ‘:h“l you do,
from her own experiences. She thank you for their Garrison added.

had a daughter and son-in-law
overseas and often thinks about
the sleepless nights she had
wondering if they were okay.

Thomas made a butterfly-print
uilt, She said she tried to envi-

war efforts to
protect us.

— Cheryl Wheeler
Quilts of Valor

The group is in need of financial
donations to ship more quilts to
soldiers. Donations can be taken
1o People, Places and Quilts and
Sew-n-Sew in Summerville or
call Thomas at 821-3717.
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CPL Joshua E. Elmare
14 BM 58 Marine Brave Company
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In November 2005, each first-
grader began decorating a
square of fabric to be used in a

quilt. In the end, the squares
were sewn into a quilt with the
help of volunteers.
Messages included, “Git well”
and “Thanks you soljers.”
Sangaree
first-graders
creating
patriotic
keepsakes

“We thought this would be a
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give a hug to service members,”
first grade teacher Patty Taylor
said.

Capps will transport the quilts
on a C-17 cargo plane and
hand-deliver them to wounded
service members at Landstuhl.
This marks the second time
Capps has conducted such a
mission.

“It is very exciting to see
where these quilts go,” Capps
said. “It means so much to
service members knowing
that there are people back
home who are thinking about
them.”

Since  September 2004,
Thomas® quilting group has dis-
tributed 172 Quilts of Valor to
service members throughout the
world. Quilts generally cost $75
for materials and volunteers
absorb the cost,

“Sometimes our wounded mil-
itary members need something
to remind them of home,”
Painter said.

angaree Elementary

School first-graders, made

a special presentation on

Thursday to service mem-
bers wounded in combat,

As part of the Quilts of Valor
program, students created six
quilts with special images and
messages meant to bring a smile
to service members’ faces as they
recuperate in military hospitals.

Two of the quilts are headed to
the Ralph Johnson Veterans' Hos-
pital in Charleston and the other
four to Landstuhl Medical Center
in Germany.

“We found that childreh wanted
to get involved,” Susan Thomas, a
member of a local Quilts of Valor
group, said. "It means so much to
the families of service members.”

Accepting on behalf of those ser-
vice members Thursday was Air

Photo By David Smith

Force Chaplain (Major) John Above Is one
Painter, who is stationed at the VA of six Quilts of
hospital, and First Lieutenant Valor Sangaree

students creat-
ed. At left,
USAF Lt
Wayne Capps
(left) and
Chaplain (Maj.)
John Painter. |
will distribute

Wayne Capps, stationed with the
315th  Airlift  Wing  at  the
Charleston Air Force Base.

“I see the people who are going
to benefit from your creation
every day,” Painter said to a
| crowd of students assembled for
the presentation. “The ones hurt
in combat will get your quilts.”

The school staff encouraged
students to participate in the
project after realizing that many

weren't siware af tha fnvmaetaman

Photo By David Smith
Sangaree Elementary School first graders sit and listen to Air Force
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